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ing stasis. Mendel says that it is not necessary to exclude all salt, but to 
reduce the amount to from 30 to 60 grains a day. He has found that a 
milk diet is the simplest and easiest form of a salt-poor diet. 

The Results of Drug Treatment in Five Hundred Cases of Delirium 
Tremens.— RansoN (Jour. Amer. Med. Assoc., 1909, lvi, 1224) sum¬ 
marizes his conclusions with the use of drujp in the treatment of 500 
cases of delirium tremens as follows: (1) In incipient cases the patients 
respond readily to treatment with chloral, ergot, bromides, and whiskey, 
the drugs being mentioned in the order of their value. (2) Delirious 
patients are very resistant to treatment In the cases studied the admin¬ 
istration of the sedative drugs increased the mortality. This was most 
evident when scopolamin was used, that drug increasing the mortality 
13 per cent. These unsatisfactory results witn the sedative drugs were 
due to the large doses used. It will be shown that small quantities, for 
example, 15 to 30 grains of chloral in twenty-four hours, may be given 
with good results, but that when larger doses are given the death rate 
increases with the amount of sedative administered. (3) The only drug 
which reduced the mortality was ergot. By its use the death rate was 
reduced 21.6 per cent (4) When whiskey was given the mortality w*as 
increased 1.8 per cent The 500 cases w T hich serve as a basis for Ranson’s 
article were treated at the Cook County Hospital, Chicago, over a period 
of three years. They were divided into two classes, incipient and 
delirious. The incipient cases were those which showed only insomnia, 
restlessness, and tremor. The fully developed cases were noisy, delirious, 
and had well-defined hallucinations. Of the sedative drugs the bromides 
were most extensively used. A mixture of sodium, potassium, and 
ammonium bromide, in doses of from 10 to 30 grains each every four 
hours, was used in 198 cases with delirium. This series show’ed a mor¬ 
tality of 45.5 per cent. In 103 similar cases treated without bromides, 
the mortality w’as 40.8 per cent. In 190 incipient cases treated with 
bromides, only 32.6 per cent, of the patients became delirious; while of 
156 similar cases not treated with bromides, 52.8 per cent, of the patients 
became delirious. Chloral was also extensively used and frequently 
was given in combination with the bromides. Hanson believes that it is of 
no value after active delirium has set in. In fact, it seemed to increase the 
mortality by 2 per cent However, he believes that chloral is of great 
value in the treatment of incipient cases. It reduced the percentage of 
cases developing delirium in tne hospital from 48.9 per cent, to 20.6 per 
cent Ranson believes chloral superior to the bromides in the treatment 
of incipient cases because of the greater speed of its action. He found 
morphine of very little value, having no effect at all in delirous cases and 
far inferior to small repeated doses of the other sedatives in the incipient 
cases. Scopolamin W’as given in single doses of to of a grain to a 
series of incipient cases. Like the morphine series, this series of cases 
seemed to show that single doses of sedatives have no controlling action 
upon the incipient cases. In addition, Ranson found that scopolamin 
was extremely dangerous when given to actively delirious cases. He 
speaks particularly of the good effects of ergot in the treatment of these 
cases. Ergot was given in the form of the fluid extract, in dram doses, 
repeated every four hours, and often in combination with whiskey. In 
those cases in which ergot was used the mortality was only 30 per cent.. 
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while among those patients treated without ergot it was 51.6 per cent. 
Ranson says that this result is striking when we consider that usually 
the sedatives increase the mortality. Ranson likewise found eigot of 
value in the incipient cases, the percentage of patients developing 
delirium being reduced 23.3 per cent, by its use. He says that any 
explanation of its action would be pure speculation, but speaks of the 
possibility that it may decrease the cerebral hyperemia. Ranson also 
believes that whiskey is of use in the treatment of incipient cases, lower¬ 
ing the percentage of patients becoming delirious by 20.2 per cent. In 
the delirious patients, he believes it is useless. 


The Pathogenesis and Therapeutics of Diarrhoea.—A. Schmidt (Med. 
Klin., 1909, xiii, 457) reviews briefly some of the causes of diarrhoea, and 
mentions particularly a form with serous, foul-smelling stools. This 
form, he believes, is due to an abnormal secretion of an albuminous fluid 
which putrifies readily. He discusses briefly the treatment of the dif¬ 
ferent forms of diarrhoea, classifying the remedies into the opiates, the 
astringents, and the intestinal antiseptics. The opiates are believed to 
be beneficial by reason of their antiperistaltic action, and consequently 
they are used in cases of diarrhoea due to increased peristaltic action. 
Schmidt believes they should be used only in cases of chronic diarrhoea 
when all other measures fail, never for acute cases. He believes that 
the opiates are an example of symptomatic therapy and have no relation 
to rational therapeutics. The use of the astringents rests upon a much 
firmer etiological basis, but their application is limited to certain forms 
of diarrhoea, e. g., those showing signs of a subacute or chronic inflam¬ 
mation of the mucous membrane. Schmidt says that he has made 
many clinical observations and experiments in order to determine the 
most efficient intestinal antiseptic, and he believes that hydrogen dioxide 
is the most efficient and least harmful. He found that pure agar-agar 
was able to take up from 10 to 12 per cent, of hydrogen dioxide, and that 
it yielded it up veiy slowly in the form of nascent oxygen. He used this 
hydrogen-dioxide-agar for the treatment of diarrhoea with serous foul¬ 
smelling stools, with good results. It had no apparent effect upon 
dinrrhceaS'Originnting in the large intestine or those due to intestinal 
tuberculosis. Schmidt concludes by saying that since the hydrogen- 
dioxide-agar is perfectly harmless, it should be more widely used, in 
order to determine its further uses and limitations. 
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Staphylococcic Infection Treated with Killed Eacteria.— Soper (Pedi¬ 
atrics, xxi. No. 3) reports observations on the application of opsonic 
therapy to bacterial infections in infancy and childhood. The 



